Congress of the United States
Washington, D 20515

March 17, 2020

The Honorable David E. Price The Honorable Mario Diaz-Balart

Chairman Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing
Urban Development, and Related Agencies and Urban Development, and Related Agencies
H- 307 404 CHOB

Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

RE: Support the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Grant Programs

Dear Chairman Price and Ranking Member Diaz-Balart:

As you develop the Fiscal Year 2021 (FY21) Transportation, Housing, and Urban Development
appropriations bill, we strongly urge you to support the Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD)’s Homeless Assistance Grant programs by funding these programs at $3.1 billion. We have seen
that this program is effective at alleviating homelessness.

According to the most recent Annual Homeless Assessment Report to Congtress, released December 2019,
there are an estimated 567,715 people experiencing homelessness on any given night in America. This
includes 171,670 people in families (including children), 35,038 unaccompanied homeless youth, and
96,141 chronically homeless individuals.

Without a stable home, children and youth face challenges in school, unaccompanied youth face an
increased risk of being trafficked, families struggle to maintain employment, and those fighting health,
mental health, and addiction issues lack the support to adequately address their problems. Because
homelessness leads many people to cycle through costly emergency systems and shortens life expectancy,
it is good public policy to put resources toward helping people get stable housing.

For over a decade, federal policy has emphasized the effectiveness of Housing First, an evidence-based,
system-wide approach to homelessness. Housing First is a homeless assistance strategy that prioritizes
access to permanent housing without preconditions and barriers to entry, such as sobriety, absence of a
criminal record, treatment, or service participation requirements. Moreover, Housing First combines
housing assistance with supportive housing services for individuals and families, including medical and
mental health support services, employment or job training services, and financial assistance related
services (e.g., help with credit history, arrears, and legal issues). A core principle of Housing First is respect
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of individuals’ rights to self-determination. While participation in services is encouraged, it is not a
condition of housing. Supportive services are offered to maximize housing stability and prevent returns to
homelessness. The Housing First approach promotes flexible and responsive assistance that is targeted to a
household’s specific housing and service needs.

Chairman and Ranking Member, we respectfully ask you to continue to uphold evidence-based, non-
punitive strategies and practices in law, as described in your January letter to Executive Director, Dr. Roger
G. Marbut, Jr. of the United States Interagency Council on Homelessness. Housing First is a proven
method to address homelessness and has garnered bipartisan support in an effort to confront chronic and
youth homelessness. In fact, individuals who are placed in homes as opposed to jails, emergency
departments, or other public services allow taxpayers to save millions of dollars. Providing people
experiencing homelessness with the safety and stability of a home establishes a foundation on which they
-can address the issues contributing to their economic hardship, pursue personal goals, and improve their
quality of life.

While homelessness rose slightly nationally last year, almost three-fifths of all states experienced declines.
The progress made since the 1987 enactment of the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act
demonstrates that we can successfully lower the rate of homelessness when we invest federal resources and
effectively leverage them with local leadership and private funding.

Fighting homelessness is a bipartisan issue and it is critical that we build on the progress we’ve made to
date. Again, we request that you fund HUD’s McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Grants Program at
$3.1 billion in FY 2021. This requested increase takes into account rising housing costs that we must
address in our efforts to ensure that all families, unaccompanied youth, and individuals who are facing
homelessness in the United States will have a place to call home.

Thank you for considering this important request and for your continuing leadership in helping to prevent
and end homelessness in the United States.

Sinegrely,
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Gwen S. Moore John Katko

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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The FY 2021 McKinney-Vento Homelessness Assistance Grant Programs Letter is sent on
behalf of the following signatories:

Alma S. Adams, PhD.
Cindy Axne

Nanette Diaz Barragan
Karen Bass

Joyce Beatty

Ami Bera, M.D.

Don Beyer

Sanford Bishop

Earl Blumenauer
Lisa Blunt Rochester
Suzanne Bonamici
Brendan Boyle
Anthony Brindisi
Anthony Brown

Julia Brownely

Cheri Bustos

G.K. Butterfield
André Carson

Kathy Castor

Joaquin Castro

Judy Chu

David N. Cicilline
Gilbert R. Cisneros, Jr.
Wm. Lacy Clay
Emmanuel Cleaver, 11

James Clyburn



Steve Cohen
Gerald E. Connolly
Jim Cooper

J. Luis Correa
Jim Costa

Joe Courtney

TJ Cox

Angie Craig
Jason Crow
Sharice L. Davids
Danny K. Davis
Rodney Davis
Susan A. Dayvis
Madeleine Dean
Peter A. DeFazio
Diana DeGette
Rosa L. DeLauro
Suzan K. DelBene
Antonio Delgado
Val B. Demings
Mark DeSaulnier
Ted Deutch
Debbie Dingell
Eliot L. Engel
Anna G. Eshoo
Adriano Espaillat
Dwight Evans
Abby Finkenauer



Brian Fitzpatrick

Bill Foster

Marcia Fudge

Tulsi Gabbard

John Garamendi

Jests G. “Chuy” Garcia
Sylvia R. Garcia

Jared Golden

Jennifer Gonzalez-Col6n
Vicente Gonzalez

Al Green

Raal M. Grijalva

Deb Haaland

Alcee Hastings

Jahana Hayes

Denny Heck

Brian Higgins

Jim Himes

Steven Horsford
Chrissy Houlahan
Sheila Jackson Lee
Eddie Bernice Johnson
Henry C. “Hank” Johnson, Jr.
William R. Keating
Robin Kelly

Joseph P. Kennedy
Daniel T. Kildee

Andy Kim



Peter T. King

Ann McLane Kuster
Jim Langevin

Rick Larsen

John B. Larson
Barbara Lee

Susie Lee

Ted Lieu

Daniel W. Lipinski
Dave Loebsack

Zoe Lofgren

Alan Lowenthal
Ben Ray Lujan
Stephen F. Lynch
Carolyn B. Maloney
Sean Patrick Maloney
Doris Matsui

Ben McAdams
Lucy McBath

A. Donald McEachin
James P. McGovern
Jerry McNerney
Gregory W. Meeks
Joseph D. Morelle
Seth Moulton
Stephanie Murphy
Jerrold Nadler

Grace F. Napolitano



Joe Neguse

Donald Norcross
Eleanor Holmes Norton
Tom O’Halleran
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
Ilhan Omar

Frank Pallone, Jr.
Jimmy Panetta

Bill Pascrell

Donald Payne

Ed Perlmutter

Scott Peters

Collin C. Peterson
Cellie Pingree
Stacey E. Plaskett
Katie Porter

Ayanna Pressley
Jamie Raskin
Kathleen M. Rice
Cedric Richmond
Max Rose

Harley Rouda
Bobby L. Rush
Linda T. Sanchez
Mary Gay Scanlon
Jan Schakowsky
Bradley S. Schneider
Adam B. Schiff



Kim Schrier, M.D.
David Scott
Robert C. “Bobby” Scott
Terri Sewell
Donna E. Shalala
Brad Sherman
Albio Sires

Elissa Slotkin
Adam Smith
Darren Soto
Abigail D. Spanberger
Jackie Speier
Thomas R. Suozzi
Haley M. Stevens
Eric Swalwell
Bennie Thompson
Mike Thompson
Dina Titus

Paul Tonko

David Trone

Juan Vargas

Marc Veasey
Filemon Vela
Nydia Velazquez
Maxine Waters
Peter Welch
Jennifer Wexton

Susan Wild



Frederica S. Wilson
John Yarmuth

Don Young



