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Overview
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• The Denver Basic Income Project (DBIP) is a guaranteed income project for people experiencing homelessness in Denver, 

CO. To date, we have deployed over $9.4M to 800+ individuals and families experiencing homelessness.

• The Denver Basic Income Project is the first and largest project of its kind studying the impact of guaranteed income on 

homelessness, and its randomized control trial is run independently by the University of Denver’s Center for 

Housing and Homelessness Research.

• The Year One Report presents findings from a comprehensive evaluation of the first 12 months of DBIP, focusing on 

participant outcomes related to housing stability and financial well-being. 
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Project Design
 & Findings
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Participant Demographics

Disability
________________________________
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Participant Demographics



Housing 
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KEY: 

Timepoint 1: Enrollment

Timepoint 3: 10 months

Roughly 45% of each 

group reported having 

their own house or 

apartment at 

Timepoint 3.



Housing cont. 

DENVERBASICINCOMEPROJECT.ORG

KEY: 

Timepoint 1: Enrollment

Timepoint 3: 10 months



Employment
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KEY: 

Timepoint 1: Enrollment

Timepoint 3: 10 months



Time Use

DENVERBASICINCOMEPROJECT.ORG

KEY: 

Timepoint 1: Enrollment

Timepoint 3: 10 months



Analysis of cost savings associated with project 

participation revealed substantial reductions in public 

service interactions, including emergency room visits, 

hospital nights, and jail stays. 

Cost Analysis
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While cost savings varied across payment groups, all 

cohorts demonstrated significant reductions in public 

service utilization, indicating the potential economic 

benefits of the Denver Basic Income Project.



Health
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Qualitative Findings
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Over the course of the program year, participants reported using the payments to:

• meet their immediate basic needs, including transportation, hygiene, groceries, and clothes

• cover or catch up on regular bills and expenses, including rent, debt, healthcare, and car 

repair

• and make bigger life changes, like changing housing or purchasing a car.

Group A and B participants shared that they 

were able to make the most “bigger changes,” 

while Group C participants reported using the 

money as an emergency fund, or as leisure 

money if they had other benefits to lean on, but 

did not count on the money for future needs.



DENVERBASICINCOMEPROJECT.ORG

• The first year established a sense of stability for program 

participants but we believe the second year is when individuals can 

experience an even more profound transformation.

• By running the project longitudinally we are maximizing the impact 

from the critical infrastructure that has been built while empowering 

even more individuals to break free from the vicious cycle of 

poverty.

• Continued funding will allow the Denver community to witness the 

long-term effects of this program and create a compelling case 

for its widespread adoption across the country.

What's next?



As demonstrated in the Year One report, the 

program not only significantly increases 

housing stability for participants, but also 

reduces utilization of public services. Our 

project delivers significant housing 

outcomes at a fraction of the usual cost. 

Given that cities like Denver annually spend 

over $40,000 on shelter and medical costs 

per person experiencing homelessness 

and are also dealing with the humanitarian 

and fiscal crisis of people arriving from the 

borders, cost-effective programs like this are 

extremely valuable.

The Path to Policy
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Questions & Discussion
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Learn more: 

Thank you!

Scan to get this deck 
sent to your inbox!
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