August Site Visit Campaign: Site Visit Sample Media Advisory

Encouraging representatives from the media to attend a site visit can give both your organization and the Member of Congress positive press attention. Send out a media advisory like the one below to let members of the media know the event is happening.
MEDIA ADVISORY

(SENATOR/REPRESENTATIVE X) to Visit Local Homelessness Assistance Program

WHAT:

Visit by (REPRESENTATIVE/SENATOR X) to (PROGRAM NAME)
WHEN:

(TIME AND DATE OF SITE VISIT)
WHERE:
(LOCATION OF SITE VISIT AND PROGRAM NAME)
WHO:

(SENATOR/REPRESENTATIVE X) will meet with (NAMES OF OTHER

KEY ATTENDEES) and tour (PROGRAM NAME)

On (DATE OF SITE VISIT), U.S. (SENATOR/REPRESENTATIVE X) will discuss efforts to prevent and end homelessness in (CITY) and will tour (PROGRAM NAME), which (prevents and/or ends) homelessness for (PEOPLE EXPERIENCING CHRONIC HOMELESSNESS, YOUTH, veterans, AND/OR families with children) in our community.

The meeting will allow the (SENATOR’S/REPRESENTATIVE’S) constituents to brief (HIM/HER) on the nature and extent of homelessness in (CITY/STATE) and the important work that programs funded by the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Grants and Housing Choice Voucher programs do to end homelessness in (CITY/STATE). Advocates hope to gain (SENATOR/REPRESENTATIVE X’S) support for lifting sequestration spending caps in order to provide $2.480 billion for the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Grants program, including $40 million for homeless youth initiatives, as well as for sufficient funding to renew all existing Housing Choice Vouchers and also restore the 67,000 vouchers lost due to sequestration in the final FY 2016 funding legislation. The meeting will include an overview of how (PROGRAM NAME) serves people experiencing or at risk of homelessness and testimony from a program participant on how (HIS/HER) homelessness was (prevented/ended).
(DESCRIBE YOUR PROGRAM. INCLUDE ANY GREAT OUTCOMES OR COST-SAVINGS DATA, PARTICULARLY AS IT RELATES TO THE SOLUTION OF PERMANENT SUPPORTIVE HOUSING FOR CHRONIC HOMELESSNESS OR INNOVATIVE APPROACHES TO SERVING HOMELESS YOUTH. HIGHLIGHT THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE YOU SERVE. EXPLAIN THAT YOUR PROGRAM IS FUNDED BY THE MCKINNEY-VENTO HOMELESS ASSISTANCE GRANTS PROGRAM OR HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHERS PROGRAM. INCLUDE HYPERLINKS TO THE PROGRAM’S WEBSITE, REPORTS, OR OTHER INFORMATION.) 
For more information, contact (NAME, ORGANIZATION, AND PHONE NUMBER/EMAIL).

