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August 19, 2025 
 
The Honorable Russel Vought 
U.S. Office of Management and Budget 
725 17th Street, NW  
Washington, DC  20503 
 
 

 
 
Mr. Vince M. Haley, Director  
U.S. Domestic Policy Council (DPC)  
Eisenhower Executive Office Building  
1650 17th Street NW  
Washington, DC 20006 

 
Dear Director Russel Vought and Director Vince M. Haley,   
 
The National Alliance to End Homelessness is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization committed to 
preventing and ending homelessness in the United States. As a leading voice on the issue of 
homelessness, the Alliance analyzes policy; develops pragmatic, cost-effective solutions; works 
collaboratively with the public, private, and nonprofit sectors to build state and local capacity; and 
provides data and research to policymakers and elected officials to inform policy on a local and national 
scale.  
 
I am writing to express our unequivocal opposition and disappointment about the Trump administration’s 
recent actions that directly impact people experiencing homelessness, including the August 11 directive 
from the White House to forcibly remove people experiencing homelessness from Washington, D.C. and 
the Executive Order issued on July 24.   
 
Every American – including people experiencing homelessness - deserve to live in communities that are 
safe and stable. The best way to do that is to ensure that everyone has access to housing they can afford, 
as well as access to community-based healthcare and service options that center their recovery goals and 
autonomy.  The President has the power and opportunity to support communities in their efforts to 
implement real and proven solutions to addressing homelessness. But instead, the Administration is 
choosing to focus on strategies that simply remove people experiencing homelessness out of public sight 
by arresting them or forcing them into institutional settings. None of this will end anyone’s 
homelessness.    
 
In Washington, D.C. and across the nation – in red and blue states alike – the inability of everyday 
Americans to afford their housing, medical care, groceries, and other basic living expenses results in 
approximately 19,000 people becoming homeless for the first time every week. Homelessness is primarily 
an economic issue and should not be treated as a criminal one. If the administration were serious about 
ending homelessness, it would propose full funding for the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
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Development’s homelessness and housing programs. These vital federal programs assist hundreds of 
thousands of people across the country to afford rent and/or exit homelessness back into housing.    
 
It is also important to highlight that the President’s initiative does not appear to include any specific 
coordination with the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs or the DC VA Medical Center. This lack of 
intentional planning will place nearly 200 Veterans experiencing homelessness within the city—at least 
one quarter of whom are living outside— at great risk of harm. These actions threaten to upend progress 
and interrupt targeted efforts to connect Veterans with the services and resources they need.   
 
The Executive Order signed on July 24 represents the most harmful policy proposal on homelessness in 
recent history. This Order would impose a multitude of ineffective and outdated policies and practices for 
addressing homelessness, which aim to defund and dismantle the foundations of homeless response in the 
United States while retreating from the federal government’s essential role in supporting communities 
across the nation. These actions, if implemented, will have devastating impacts in every district and in 
every state across the nation.   
 
The Alliance calls on the Administration to listen to the actual experts—practitioners, local leaders, 
people experiencing homelessness, and formerly homeless individuals—who can share their personal 
experience of how existing strategies have saved their lives.  It is not too late to shift focus to humane, 
effective, and housing–centered approaches to ending homelessness: one that addresses the root economic 
challenges affecting all Americans.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Ann Marie Oliva 
Chief Executive Officer 
National Alliance to End Homelessness 
 
 
CC:  
 
Secretary Scott Turner 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 
 
Secretary Doug Collins 
U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs  
 

Secretary Doug Burgum 
U.S. Department of the Interior  
 
Attorney General Pamela Bondi 
U.S. Department of Justice 
 
Director Kash Patel 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

 

https://endhomelessness.org/media/news-releases/national-alliance-to-end-homelessness-statement-on-trump-administrations-executive-order-on-homelessness/

